THE FIRST PLANNED ECONOMY: LAISSEZ-FAIRE
of the pioneers of individualism for religious and economic
freedom. The interaction of religious and economic factors
provided the mainspring of a constitutional movement
which resulted in consolidating the ascendancy of Parlia-
ment and in freeing the capitalist class from control by the
Crown.
The authority of the monarchy in the economic arena
was impaired not only by its conflict with the religious and
parliamentary forces arrayed against it but also by its alien-
ation of the judicature. The common law of England was
unfavourable towards restraints on individualism unless
they were definitely sanctioned by immemorial usage; it
was opposed to any fresh restrictions upon enterprise; and
it disliked the exercise of the royal prerogative in economic
affairs. cThe common law,' declared chief justice Coke in a
memorable passage, 'hath so admeasured the prerogatives
of the king that they should not take away nor prejudice the
inheritance of any; and the best inheritance that the subject
hath is the law of the realm.5 The Crown, therefore, could
not look to the law courts for support of its economic policy.
Finally the monarchy was gravely handicapped by the
absence of a trained civil service, which would have made it
more practicable to curtail the field of capitalist enterprise.
The strict regimentation of the economic system was viewed
as the province of the state at a time when the machinery of
government was primitive and a civil service of the modern
pattern hardly existed. Nevertheless even if the Crown had
been supported by a staff of professional administrators it
could not have averted, though it might have modified, the
establishment of a capitalist society. Alike in industry,
commerce and agriculture, the foundations of the old order
had been sapped by the subtle permeation of the spirit of
capitalism. The mediaeval fabric still retained much of its
old aspect, yet its vitality had been largely drained away until
in reality there often remained little more than an empty
shell.
The struggle between the monarchy and the middle class
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